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Objectives of the session
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1. Identify ESD/GCED related values and skills 
highlighted in early childhood care and education 
(ECCE)

2. Illustrate how ESD/GCED in ECCE provide a firm 
foundation for teaching and learning in primary 
school and beyond

3. Consider possibilities for strengthening ECCE’s role in 
ESD and GCED 



ECCE: Foundation for learning

Importance of the 

development of 

emotional and 

social skills before 

school age

What is lost in 

early year is hard 

to gain later



ECCE: Foundation for learning 

Values, attitudes, behaviour, understanding of 

self, others and the environment are formed

during early childhood and retained in later 

years of life

To develop and learn as a person



 4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality 

early childhood development, care and pre-primary education so 

that they are ready for primary education 

 4.7 by 2030 ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills 

needed to promote sustainable development, including among others 

through education for sustainable development and sustainable 

lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture 

of peace and non-violence, global citizenship, and appreciation 

of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 

development



High quality ESD and GCED in ECE
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• Children’s social, emotional and cognitive 

development is supported

• Children learn about and are involved in activities 

about sustainable development

• Children learn about values and attitudes related to 

sustainability (human & nature) – democracy – all 

human’s rights and responsibilities.
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• About: 

• Respect each child’s rights, experience, competence 
and willingness to learn – use their experiences to build 
on

• For children: 

• To became aware of and learn to respect; all people, 
animals and growing plats – globally and locally

• To learn about ethics and consequences of acting

• To became engaged in ESD and Global Citizenship as 
a habit in every-day life

Values about children and for children



Example from the Swedish curriculum 

for preschool
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 Goals to work towards:

 A growing responsibility and interest in sustainable 

development and to actively participate in society

 Important to take care of their health and well-being

 Understanding the importance of healthy lifestyle

Its cultural identity as well as knowledge of and 

interest in different cultures and understanding of 

living in a society characterized by diversity and 

interest in the local cultural
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To share if fair – sustainability in practice!





Panel - intreactive
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Q1. What are the values and skills 

related to ESD and GCED that are 

highlighted in early childhood care 

and education?
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ESD/GCED is a lifelong process from early childhood to higher 

and adult education and goes beyond formal education. 

As values, lifestyles and attitudes are established from an early 

age, the role of education is of particular importance for children. 

Since learning takes place as we take on different roles in our 

lives, ESD/GCED has to be considered as a “life-wide” process. 

ESD/GCED enables individuals to contribute to sustainable 

development by promoting societal, economic and political 

changes as well as by transforming their own behavior. 



Implementing 

through the Four 
Golden Pillars

Mamahi‘i Me‘a 

(Loyalty)

Lototō
(Humility)

Tauhi Vā
(Reciprocal 

Relationships)

Faka‘apa‘apa 
(Respect)

Being humble is key 

to peace and unity

Maintaining relationships 

nurtures cultures, it brings 

citizens together in-country 

and in diaspora

Respect for self, others 

ensures good health, 

safety and longevity. 

Respect for the world 

and its components 

ensures sustainability

Being loyal & committed to 

people, places and things is 

key to sustainability and 

success

Values in ESD and GCDE: Tonga’s 

situation
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Q2. How does early childhood ESD and GCED 

provide a firm foundation for teaching and 

learning in primary school and beyond? 
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PART 2 – ESD IN PRACTICE(2010~)

 Aim:

To implement ESD together with children in early 

childhood education practices and to collect information 

and further understanding of young children’s ideas 

and actions for ESD

 Participants:

30 714 children and 12 075 adults in 29 countries 

within 396 projects 

 Result:

The adults had to rethink in order to meet the 

challenges from the children. The adults also learnt that 

young children’s learning and actions can make a 

difference. 

• Reuse

• Reduce

• Respect

• Reflect

• Rethink

• Recycle

•

Redistribut

e

OMEP and ESD : World Projects: 7 R’s



In the classroom ….
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Q3. On the basis of the findings of the 

UNESCO study, what can we do to 

strengthening ECE’s role for the three 

dimensions of learning on ESD and 

GCED? 
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OMEP SWEDEN 

POSITION  PAPER OF 

THE 67TH OMEP 

WORLD ASSEMBLY 

AND CONFERENCE

July 2015, Washington, 

DC, USA

Education for 

Sustainability in 

Early Childhood

Listening to and acting on children’s ideas, thus recognizing and 

respecting their rights as citizens

Encouraging children’s active participation in matters that concern 

them and their future, in education, family and society at large.

Advocating for high quality education for young children and the 

inclusion of sustainability goals as national policy and in the 

national frameworks and curriculum.

Engaging in transformative processes of the daily curriculum in 

early childhood settings, based on the environmental, 

social/cultural, economic and political dimensions of ESD.

Enacting a transformative change within teacher education, pre-

service and in-service



What is a pre-primary school of high 

quality related to ESD and GCED? 
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 Encourage Holistic Approach (Project, Theme etc)

 Make sure Play & Learning integrated

 Have teachers to use Didactic/ Pedagogy –
interaction/communication

 Strengthen relationship between school and family

 Incldue values of ESD/GCED in the National 
curriculum/guidelines 

 Help teachers equipped with competences (OMEP rating 
scale)

 ESD/GCED are like democracy- both a content and a 
behavior. 



Faka'apa'apa 
(Respect)

Health and 
safety

Staffing

Governance and 
leadership

Cultural Identity

Lototō 
(Humility) 

Holistic 
wellbeing

Equity

Approaches to 
learning

Tauhi Vā 
(Reciprocal 

relationships)

Reciprocal 
relationships 
with children

Partnership

Diversity

Transition

Mamahi'i Me'a 
(Loyalty)

Physical 
environment

Practice

Program

Assessment

 

The HEILALA Quality Early Childhood  

Education Framework 
 



Wrap up
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Children are competent individuals if the 

surrounding are competent

Children can be agents for change

What is lost in early year is hard to gain 

later

 THE ROLE OF STAKHOLDERS – on all 

levels
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Set the platform to share

www.eceresourcebank.com

http://www.eceresourcebank.com/


Reasons for making universal pre-primary 

education a global priority
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 Quality pre-primary education sets a strong 
foundation for learning

 Universal pre-primary education helps make 
education system more efficient and effective

 Equitable pre-primary education is an affective 
strategy for promoting growth

 The evidence are their in research from various 
fields



Resouces
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 www.eceresourcebank.com

http://www.eceresourcebank.com/

